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INTRODUCTION. 


H E following ſheets are 
publiſhed merely as a cau- 
tion to-men of genius from dang- 
ting at a miniſter's levee, and 
4 idling that time, which might be 
employed 1 in ſome more worth 57 
occupation, to be honoured with 


a ſmile, a ſqueeze of the hand, * 7 
and a large promiſe. A Lwves* 


 Haunres, (for ſo chey are named) 
in the opinion of the judicious 
part of mankind, is n 
beyond every thing ; ; nay, 

_ Levee Haunter will even loop 
to implore protection, and reteive 
A'S. /F! 


wn + 


INTRODUCTION. 


a "9s from the hand he wat 
For why? Becauſe he is acreaT 
| Man.—The reader is therefore 

"requeſted to peruſe theſe ſeries 
of Adventures, with that atten- 
tion which is due to a relation | 
1 of facts : 


ADVENTURES 


BOBBY LOUNGE, &. 


. 


MY BIRTH AND EDUCATION—CHARACTER OF MY 
FATHER—HIS MANNER OF LIVING—RHIS DEATH 
—EULOGIUM ON FRIENDSRIP, 


OT to give a Herald-office account 
of my anceſtors my father was the 
younger ſon of a good family; and was 
poſſeſſed of a ſmall living at Shrewſbury ; 
Eis education was above his fortune; 
and his generoſity above his education: 
poor as he was, he had his flatterers 
poorer than himſelf : for every dinner he 
i them, they returned him an equiva- 
„ „ 
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lent in praiſe, and this was all he wanted: 
the ſame ambition that actuates a monarch 
at the head of his army, influenced my 
father at the head of his table: he repeated 
the ſtory of the Scholars and the one Pair 

of Breeches: his flatterers Rughed at 
that: but. the ſtory of St. Dayid in the 
Sedan Chair, and the following gg were 
{ure to ſet the table in a roar: | 


0 N G. 


TVNE=—CONTENTED I AM. 


I, 
WHEN. a bumper's before me 5 happy am I,. 
No care ever enters my breaſt, ; 
I count not the moments, but let them all fly, 


For the, preſent I know are the beſt. 


Let the dealers in morals ſententiouſly prate, 4 
And tell me that life's but a ſpan ; 
Like others 1 know I am ſubject to fate, 


Soof life I'll make all that I can. 


=— 


Je: 5 2, 
Tf Sine ſhould frown, I will never repine, 
The jade till is fickle I know ; _ 
Give me a good friend, and a bumper of wine, 
Thoſe are bleſſings the chiefeſt below. 


1 g A 
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IV. 
Nou ſect ] deſpiſe, yet to none I am bound, 
Por ſtill I am eaſy and free; 
With a heart · chearing ſong let the ev*ning he crown d, 
So mirth, and ”m_ liquor for me. | | 


53 % 


Vo 
"The miſer may hoard, and the tradeſinan may toil, 
Why let them perſue their own way ; ” 
If I've but the comforts of life can ſmile, 
And meagre fac'd care keep away. 


VI. 
Then give me my bumper, and tre-hearty friend, 
My time ſhall ſtill merrily paſs ;. 
I will Iaugh, Lwill tipple unto my life's end, 
N look at the ſand in the glaſs. 7 


Ks by his d EM was increaſed? in pro- 
portion to the pleaſure he gave: he loved 
all the world, and fancied all the world 
loved him.—As his fortune was very ſmall, 
he lived up to the extent of it, he had no 

intention of leaving me, his ſon, mon | 
no, that was droſs: he was olives 1 1 : 
ſhould have learning: for learning, he 
uſed to obſerve, was better than filver 
or gold: for that purpoſe he undertook to 
' inſtruc me himſelf, and therefore uſed - 
his utmoſt endeavours to form my morals, 
ſo as to improve my underſtanding: in I 
= r he. was x occaſionally aſ ſted by che 
1 „ pariſh '1 
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pariſh clerk, David Diſmal.—Poor David ! 
often have 1 ſtruggled to myſelf from fre- 
quent fits of laughter, which his formal 
phy ſiognomy occaſioned: he was indeed 
the very eſfence of antiquity: —his me- 
thodical behaviour very ill ſuited my turn. 
of mind: I was fond of dreſs and company, 
and was careleſs in the extreme :—not- 
. withſtanding which, David would tell my 
father, if I took care, I ſhould be a great 
man one time or other, for I had a thorough 
knowledge of things :—In ſhort he learned 
me the following rules; (which, alas l did 
not at all ſuit the age we live in)—That 
univerſal benevolence cemented Society. 
Io conſider all the wants of mankind as 
my own.—To regard the buman face 
Divine with eſteem.—Indeed at laft (tho” 
I ſtill retained my other failings) he wound 
me up to a mere machine of pity, and 
made me-incapable of withſtanding either 
real, or fictitious diſtreſs, —In a word, I 
Pas perfectly inſtructed in the art of giv- 
jag away thouſands, before I was taught 


the more neceſſary dee of getting 
= farthing: wh 


z 


11 cannot avoid 4 ima gining, rr thus re- 


* by his lefſons, out of all my ſuſpicion, 
and. e of all the little cunning na- 
| ture 


* 


FFP — - — — 
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ture had given me, I reſembled, upon my 


firſt entrance into the buſy and inſiduous 
world, one of thoſe gladiators who were 
expoſed without arms in the amphitheatre 
at Rome, RE 


- My father, however, who had only ſeen 


the world on one fide, ſeemed to triumph in 
my ſuperior difcernment; though at this 
time my whole ſtock of wiſdom conſiſted 
in. being able to diſcourſe- on ſubjects that 
once were uſeful, becauſe they were then 
topics of the buſy world. When I had 
reached the age of eighteen, M father 
died, and left me—his BEESSING, 


Thus ſhoved from ſhore, without ill- 


nature to protect, or cunning to guide, or 
proper ſtores to ſubſiſt me, in ſo danger- 
ous a voyage, 1 was obliged to embark 


into the wide world; but, in order to 
ſettle in life, my friends adviſed me, (for 


they always adviſe, when they begin to 


deſpiſe us) they adviſed me, I ſay, to go 
into orders! To be obliged to wear my 
hair curled round, when I liked it queued. 


or a black coat, when I choſe ſcarlet, I 
thought was a reſtraint upon my liberty; 


- betides, I had no turn for ſuch lolemnity, 


o. abſolutely rejected the propoſal. 


oy 


7 
*% 2 


A prieſt. 1] 


5 1 
„ 15 


| 

i 
4 
'] 
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A prieſt in England, in theſe modern 
as, 15 not the ſame mortified creature 


with 4 Bonze in China: with us, not he 


that faſts beſt, but eats beſt, is reckoned 

e beſt liver. Yet I rejected a life of 
eale, luxury, and indolence, from no 
cher conſideration, but change of dreſs; 
fo that my friends were now . I was. 
undcne. 


Yet, ſtill, I had friends, numerous 
Friends! and to them I was reſolved to 
_ apply.-—Oh! frendſhip! thou fond: 
ſoother of the human breaſt ! to thee we 
fly in every calamity—to thee the wretched 
ſeek for ſuccour!—and the care-tired ſon 
of miſery relies! from thy kind aſſiſtance 
the unfortunate always hope for relief, and 
may be ſure of Diſanpointment, (at leaſt 

ſio with the friends of chis age.) 


— 


CHAP. 


* +X 


11 J 


CHAP. II. 


- A TRIAL OF- FRIENDSHIP—VISIT MR. DRYBONES, - 
THE ATTORNEY—MY RECEPTION— G0 TO MR. 
| TRIM—LEAVE HIM IN A RAGE. 


8 1 Vas feld well t to make a trial of 

my pretended friends, I, on the 
following day, put my deſign into execu- 
tion: the firft I viſited was Mr. Drybones, 
the attorney, to whom my father had of- 
ten lent ſums of money, when firſt he {et 
up in his profeſſion : I therefore thought 
myſelf ſecure of ſucceſs. As I went 


along, if I obtain the loan of 20ol. of 5 


my friend, I will inſtantly ſet off for Lon- 
don, and purchaſe eine place under go- 
vernment, by the profits of which I ſhall 
ſoon be enabled to repay my friend's ge- 
neroſity. Filled with theſe refle&ions, 
I reached his houſe ; and having knocked 
at the door and obtained admittance, I 
found him picking his teeth in an eaſy 
chair. (Now he had heard nothing of 
my misfortune, that is, my father not 
leaving me any income.) Coinpliments 
having paſſed on both ſides, I, without 
ceremony, informed him of my fitnation, | 
CY with telling him, that now was 

the 


— 
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the! time to ſhew * Fendi for I wanted « 
to borrow two hundred pounds of him.— 
And pray, Sir, (replied he) do you want 
all this money? Indeed I never wanted 
it more, (cried I.) I am ſorry for that, 
os returns. Drybones with all my heart for 
ey who want money when they come to 
borrow, will want money when they come 
to pay. So, John, ſhew Mr. Lounge out. 
Good afternoon, Sir! Filled with ſhame 
at this mortifying treatment, I waited not 
for John's attendance, but ſallied down 
ſtairs, exclaiming againſt the ingratitude 
of one who had been ſo much :Niiged to 


my father. 


— — 


J next 1 to ſolicit Mr. Trim, the 
| Rock. broker. If I have failed (ſaid I to 
myſelf) with one who profeſſed friendſhip 

for me, that may not always be the caſe. 
On obtaining admiſſion to him, I made 
the fame requeſt. —Two hundred pounds! 
aye, =. I will lend you that ſum 
immediately ! — I was, almoſt overcome 
with joy at the anſwer I received ; and, 
pulling out an empty purſe, was preparing 
to receive the glittering ſtore, when my 
friend, putting on a long face, aſked me 
what ſecurity 1 could give. Security! 
(exclaimed J, rather aſtoniſhed at the 
. change 
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change in his behaviour), I would wiſh to 
make a matter of friendſhip of it.— “ A 
matter of friendſhip.“ re-echoed he !— 
* pray, fir, what has friendſhip to do with 
two hundred pounds? A pretty fellow! 
Friendſhip ! Good Mr. Friendly, how 
long is it ſince you became ſo good na- 
tured as to aſk two hundred pounds upon 
friendſhip ?” Burſting with rage, I had 
not patience to liſten to the reſt of his ex- 
ordiums, but overturning a well-filled ta- 
ble, I ruſhed out of the houſe, and haſtened 
home, vowing to retaliate their ill behavi- 
our, if ever it Came in n my power. 


B Clap. 


1 


3 


H A. III. 


WAIT ON PARSON BULLFACE=URGE MY DISTRESS, 
HIS ANSWER — AM DISAPPOINTED— MEET WITH 
UNEXPECTED RELIEF—AND BY WHOM, 


Had been at home about half an hour, 
reflecting on my unhappy fituation, 
when a thought ſtruck me—it was this: 
Parſon Bulfface, who was rector of a vil- 
lage within two miles of my habitation, I 
recollected had often taken great notice of 
me, when he uſed to viſit my father : to 
him, as the laſt, I reſolved to apply; 
therefore, after refr eſning myſelf, I imme- 
diately ſet out to his vicarage; and, in 
leſs than an hour reached it: he behaved 
very politely, deſiring me to ſeat myſelf, 

and obſerving, this viſit was friendly ;— 
but, no ſooner had I acquainted him with 
my fituation, than his tone changed : he 
told me 1 had been, he feared, laviſh of 
the little my father had left me, and that 
I was always indolent and careleſs : he 
could not think of any ſuch thing; at the 
fame time urging what a ſcandal it would 
be to his cloth ſhould he patronize extra- 
vagance. At this inſtant the ſmell of a 
tythe pig, ſmoaking hot, paſſing through 
the room, ſaluted the parſon' $ noſtrils. So 
without 


x „ 2 
1 7 MH , A 
EZ * 7 ku i 
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without ceremony he bid me a good after- 
- noon, and waddled out of the room, leav- 

ing me overwhelmed with confuſion at my 
_ diſappointment. | 1 


Going down ſtairs, who ſhould I meet 
m the paſſage, but my methodical tutor 
David Diſmal; the poor fellow ſhook me 
by the hand, and ſeemed heartily glad to 
tee me, adding, if I would inform him 
where I reſided, he would call on me after 
Prayers. Having told me that fince my 
tather's death he had been engaged as 
_ Clerk to Bullface : ſaying this, he ſtalked 
up ſtairs, and I returned home. | 


Accordingly, at the time appointed, 
Diſmal came, and being feated, without 
any previous introduction, began as fok 
lows :—*©* Look'e, Maſter Lounge, I have 
heard of your ſituation, and am ſorry that 
the ſon of a worthy man ſhould be in- 
volved in diſtreſs : as for the brute my 
maſter, (for I heard the whole account at 
dinner,) treat him with the contempt he 
deſerves: J have here twenty pounds, 
which I ſaved in my place; if you think 
it worthy your acceptance, Heaven bleſs 
you with it: as for me, I ſhan't want it.“ 


B 2 IT Struck 
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Struck with the gratitude of one from 
whom I ſo little expected it, I was for 
ſome time unable to anſwer: he obſerving 
it, ſaid, ** Sir, I inſiſt on your taking it, 
and make yourſelf eaſy : I hope things 
will go better: I am now going to ſerve 
you 1 this afternoon I ſpoke to the 
lord of our manor, Squire Worthy, who 
has promiſed to give you a recommenda- 
tion to Lord Squeeze, the miniſter : you 
hall have it in the morning.” So ſaying, 
he withdrew, leaving me overwhelmed 
with ſurprize at this unexpected generoſity. 


CHAP. 


en. 6 


RECEIVE MY LETTER— TAKE LEAVE OF DISMAL— 
SET OFF FOR LONDON—DROLL ADVENTURE AT 
AN INN=—CHARACTER OF MR. QUEERUM—DITTO 
OF CAPTAIN BLUSTER AN D OF SAMMY SMIRK— 
REACH LONDON. | 


N the morning, Diſmal, according to 

promiſe, arrived, with the letter d1- 
rected for Lord Sqaceze, in Downing- 
ſtreet : he adviſed me to ſet off immedi- 
ately for London, adding, imphancally, 
0 ah, Bob, I ſhall live to ſee you a great 
man.” I preſſed the honeſt old clerk's 
hand, and rephed, © if ever I am, David, 
I] ſhall not be deſtitute of gratitude to re- 
taliate your generoſity.” No, my dear 
young maſter,” faid David, „I dare be 
iworn thou wilt not; but Heavens blets 
thee in whatever ation of life it pleaſeth 
to place, thee thou ſhalt not want my 


N 


Diſmal ſtaid with me the e 47 
and next morning ſet off in the ſtage for 
Loudon—taking with me my all, David 
promiſing to diſpoſe of my goods, and re- 

3 mit 


Coon Sits” —— . RS 8 On 
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mit me the money when I reached Lon- 
don, — which conſiſted of two ſuits ot 


. cloaths, nine ſhirts, eight pair of ſtockings, 


two hats, handkerchiets, &c. and twenty 
pounds in my pocket; fo that in my own 


imagination, 1 already became a great 


man. 

We that evening put up at an inn on 
the road, where 1 met with the tollowing 
droll dSemure. — There were two oſtlers 
at the above place, who were both in love 
with one female, namely, Bridget, the 
cook maid. One {wore he would be in- 


titled to the privilege of the kitchen and 


a ſop in the pan into the bargain. John, 
(for that was his name) ſeemed to be the 
favourite of Bridget, and James her aver- 


ion: this nettled the latter, and he was 
reſol ved to be revenged : he heard Brid- 


get whiſper to John, that her door ſhould. 


ſtand open in the night. Of this James 


was determined to avail himſelf, and be 


before-hand with the other, who had that. 
night taken large portions of the tankard. 


As liquor generally makes people amorous, 
ſo it was with the ſubject James had to 
work upon. John now being half ſeas 
over, James altered his firit deſign, of 
PEE before-band with him, but deter- 

mined 
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mined to fill them with terror, ere they had * 
time to conſummate their loves: and now 
the god of ſleep had exerted his influence 
over. all the houſe, ſaving Bridget and 
Fohn — ſhe. impatiently waiting for her 
{wain—he buſy in groping out her cham- 
ber—the lazy landlord no longer heard 
the keen and quick reproaches of his 
wife the ſubtle turnſpit now no longer 
dreaded the brawny hand of Bridget, but 
ſafely lay by thè aſh grate fide, with the 
truſty houſe dog, and keen ſcented hound : 
and now John, obſerved by James, was. 
teen to enter Bridget's chamber! 


Oh, curſe of violent paſſions ! what 
indiſcretions do ye betray in us! and you, 
ye unfortunate pair! were ye not the cauſe 
of each alarm, for meeting at this filent 
hour of. night, and not having cautwuſly | 
faſtened your door ?” 


The village clock had now fruck. 
twelve, when James, with the friendly aid 
of the jack chain and a ſheet off his bed, 

like a ghoſt ſtrides towards his defign : he 
bore in his hand a plate, in which was. 
laid a compoſition of ſpirits of wine and. 
ſalt, which being ſet on fire, and held 

near the middle, with the addition of a * 
| F little 
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— 


little whiting rubbed over his face, occa- 
ſioned him to make a very horrid appear- 
ance: being thus prepared, he ſtalks into 
Bridget's chamber, where the amorous. 
Zohn was juſt imbibing the unctuous tra- 
grance from his dulcinea's lips. James, 
as he entered the. room, brought up a 
deep groan from the bottom of his tho- 
rax, and, drawing near the bed, ſtood. 
over them in a threatening attitude, {0 
that when they turned their eyes, they be- 
held a dreadful apparition ready to devour 
them ! — Bridget fainted away—not with 
love, gentle reader ! but with fear : and 
Fobn, with a face which teſtified that he 
expected every moment he ſhould. be 
carried through the air, roſe upon his 
knees, and, in a tone of incredible diſ- 
treſs, exclaimed, —** O!]! good dear Mr. 
Devil, if you will but forgive me this 
once, I will never more cheat a traveler's 
horſe of his. corn—I know l've been a 
wicked mortal—but I— 1— 1—.“ Here 
unable to proceed through fear, he funk 
ſenſeleſs on the bed. This gave James an 
opportunity to drag him into the hay- loft; 
and, after this returned to his chamber: 
it happened that I lay next to him, and 
hearing a noiſe, jumped out of bed: on 


opening his 12 8 0 I perecived him pulling 
| off 
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off his ditguite ; which he obſerving, re- 
lated the whole affair; adding, if you 
don't blab, maſter, you'll fee lome fun.” 


By the time Mr. ghoſt had vai, 
Bridget diſcovered herielf, and began to 
alarm the family, with her cries, -with all 
the vociferation imaginable. James, in 
his way, -had let fall ſome of the ſpirits,” 
which now burnt in a blue flame: the firſt 
who entered Bridget's chamber was Mr. 
Queerum, a London exciſe officer, who, 
to do him juſtice, was ugly beyond ex- 
preſſion: he ſeeing the blue flame burn- 
ing, called out Fire! fire ! fire!“ upon 
which running to the door oppoſite, he 


received the contents of an earthen veſſel 


all over him ! the whole being performed 
by the light James had ſcattered about the 
room.—2zeerum ſtill continued bawling 
out as before, with the addition of thieves ! 
thieves! when another door opened, and 
the unfortunate exciſeman received a blow 
from an ugly left hand, which brought 
him to the ground. 


The light which Fames ſcattered was 
now extinguiſhed, and it was total dark- 
neſs, when I hearing the ſtrange buſtle in 
the paſſage, ventured out of my. room, 
with 
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with a light: and oh, what a ſeene there 
had met my eyes! Had the inimitable 
Hogarth, or Rowlandſon been preſent, 
they might have had eapital ſketches from 
nature—the exciſeman juſt riſing from the 
floor, with his eyes caſt upwards, ſhewed 
a face not very agreeable to the view ;j— 
within the door appeared the hero, who 
had leveled Queeram to the ground—his 
head encircled with ſomething that reſem- 
bled a corenet—but on a nearer view, 
was perceived to be that part of the male 
attire called by the name of breeches : 
in one hand he brandithed a bed-poſt, in 
the other a piſtol : the ghoſt had fo terri- 
fied him, he was in a temporary ſtate of 
madneſs—nor was his companion, a male 
milliner, mueb behind him in his way 
he appeared with a pair of ſtays over his 
fthirt, and a ſmelling-bottle in his hand, 
deſiring the Captain | for ſuch I found he 
was | not to be too boiſterous, or he would 
faint, pon honour ! | Fhe hoſteſs had in 
her confuſion, placed ea her head her huſ- 
band's full-bottomed wig, and what added 
molt to the groteſque appearance, was its 
being placed the wrong fide before ! this, 
with the addition of a red petticoat acroſs 
her ſhoulders, completed her dreſs;—nor 
was the hoſt equiped in a leſs extraordi- 
nary 
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nary manner; he, like the reſt, had put on 
the firſt thing he could find, which hap- 
pened to be a large black cloak of his 
wife's, which, with a high-crowned hat 
and feathers, that he had placed over his 
night- cap, completed his habiliments :— 
the other travellers, male and female, ap- 
peared ſeverally in their ſhirts and ſhifts, 
all with the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of fear 
and ſurprize pourtrayed in their counte- 
nances. < | 


Such was the fituation of the people 
and affairs when I brought the light. I 
now began to enquire into the cauſe of 
the diſturbance, | though I well knew it 
before] and being de by Bridget, 
of what had appeared, ſhe concluding, 
with telling me, that the Devil flew away 
with John through her room | 


I could not help ſmiling at her inven- 
tion. I then propoſed ſearching for John, 
and knowing well enough where he was, 
we ſoon found him upon a truſs of hay, 
almoſt melted to a jelly with fear, and, 
by the effluvia which ſaluted our noſtrils, 
we were convinced he was more in need 
of roaſt beef and plum pudding, than of 
purging noſtrums ! Being ſupported in a 
25 : _ reclining 


** 
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reclining attitude, and hawks recovered a 
lirtle, he began his ſtory by telling us, the 
Devil had conveyed him from his bed, 
and left him where he then was ;—in this 
he was corroborated by Bridget, who af- 
firmed, it vaniſhed in a flaſh of fire! She 
likewiſe added to the ghoſt a pair of horns 
and a long tail. 


T pretended to laugh them out of their 
fear, by ſuppoſing that John might have 
walked there in his ſleep; but not all the 
eloquence of a Fox or a Sheridan could 
perſuade Captain Bluſter, or the reſt of 
the company out of their opinion, or in- 
duce them to retire to their reſpective 

apartments, one and all declaring it their 
intention to paſs the remainder of the night 
in the kitchen, and refreſh themſelves 
with ſomething comfortable; I finding that 
was their fixed reſolution, retired to my 
chamber, where I found Fames, waitin 
the period of this adventure, and almoſt 
convulſed with laughter. | 


Next morning J aroſe, and after re- 
freſhing myſelf, took my former place in 
the ſtage. We had not drove far, when 

I recollected the faces of Queerum, Capt. 
| le and the other effeminate gentleman 
_ who 
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who had made no inconſiderable part of 


the foregoing farce. 


I ſoon found Captain Blufter, was one 
of thoſe who, under the title of Captain, 
concealed every vice I am capable of men- 


tioning : he had been at Monmouth, to 
viſit an aunt, and was on his return to 
London. : 


Queerum was an exciſeman, and was 
returning from a fruitleſs enterprize. 


As to the laſt, his name, I found, was 
Sammy Smirk, a vender of ſmall wares, in 
Broad-ſtreet : in a word, he was one of 


thoſe reptiles called a Man Milliner.— 


«© Pon my ſoul,” ſays Sammy, * I feel 


myſelf very much diſordered from the laſt 
night's accident—ſha'n*t recover myſelf 


theſe three weeks.“ Zounds !” ſays the 


Captain, what a pidgeon-livered fellow 


you muſt be—oh, if he had come near 


me.“ Not fo faſt, Captain, re- 
echoed the other, if you was a man of 
courage, you would advance to ſubdue an . 
enemy; but, Captain, I am a witneſs, that 


you then had other feelings, and that all 
i a -C- bet 2 


7 


your 


„ 
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your five ſenſes were fully engaged, for 
your knees rattled together hke marrow- 
bones, and you ſhook from top to toe with 
fear, as nnch as 1 Od. wn Fire and 
fury!“ 
inſect, do you dare to tax me with cow- 

azdices Sdeath! d—n—t—n! you rat- 
cal, I'll carbonade you—bur, I. think, 
you re hardly worth my revenge, you re- 
taller of .boþbins.”—*<© Hem!” ſays the 
fop, you brute, do you dare to reflect on 
my profeſſion?—“ Dare,” replied the 
2 © another word, and I I—“ Here 
I ſtopped” him, defiring him to recollect 
the object of his wrath, and the great 
power of the law. ” You are right, 
friend,“ returns Blyfer, ** and I am obliged 
to you for your advice.” Thus I ſettled 
peace once more; and nothing further 
worthy remark happened till my ſafe ar- 
rival at the Saracen's-head, Shows hill ;— 
where Bluſter and I, with three or four 
others, ſpent the evefiirig, in agreeable 
' converſe, on various ſubjects, | ell” my 
friend Blufter Became ſo elevated by the 
juice of the vine; that he could hot digeſt. 
. any-argumentts that did not implicitly ally 
with his own ideas, however- ridiculous; ' 
An the courſe of converſation, ot of the 
n a " irewd,. Dent and lively 


— 


returned the Captain, you little 
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companion, took occaſion to remark on 
the vaſt number of looſe idle fellows, on the. 
army half-pay, as a heavy uſeleſs burden 
on the community, devouring the bread 
of infants, and ſquandering away the 
produce of the labourer's toil in wanton- 
neſs and other vices, many of whom ſtrut- 
ted about in boots with cockades, who 
did not know a cartouch-box from a 
band-box. At theſe words Blyfter loſt the 
command of his temper, and, burſting 
into a rage, drew his ruſty ſword, which 
never appeared on the plains of Minden, 
and would have runned him through, had 
not the gentleman prudently checked his 
Intention, by aſking pardon, and declar- 
ing he did not know him to be one of that 
deſcription ; yet, as the cap fitted him, 
hoped he would wave the matter till a 
proper opportunity, and not diſcompolſe 
the reſt of che good company. 


e Why, dn you, you looby,” ſays 
Bluſer, 7 I have been in the army theſe 
forty” years, and how dare you to leſſen 
my character, and ſay I don't know a 
catridge box from a band box? D—n 
me, if you ſay another word upon the ſub- 
ject, I'll ſpit you, d—n me.” Here we 
obſerved the approach of a very ſerious 
2 „ ene 
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Game; which called loudly for an inter- 
ference of the company; on my part, 1 
took occaſion to remind him of the im- 
pPropriety of his conduct on the road—how 
much ſuch conduct had ſullied the cha- 
racter of a gentleman, exalted by the or- 
nament of his Majeſty's commiſſion - that 
his behaviour had thrown a doubt on his 
character, by his not obſerving decency 
in the company he was in, and if he 
did not correct his conduct, either he or 
1 ſhould quit the room, for 1 was deter- 
mined to ſpend an agreeable hour with 
the company, undiſturbed by ſuch ungen- 
reel altercation. This had the defired 
effect; and the remainder of the evening 
was ſpent with great good humour, with- 

out the Captain ſpeaking another word 
concerning the difference between a car 
touch and a band- box. 


CHAT: V. 


ATTEND LORD SQUEEZE's LEVEE-Mx RECEPTION, 
-—AM PROMISED A PLACE—MY JOY ON THE OC- 
CASLON=—TAKE GENTEEL LODGINGS—AN ADVEN= 
TURE AT THE PLAY-HOUSE. 


TN the morning, after having put on 

a clean ruffled ſhirt, a ſcarlet coat, filk 
ſtockings, a faiſhionable ſword, Sc. &c. 
1 proceeded to Lord Squeeze: though _— 
ral times directed out of my way, I a 
length arrived at his magnificent tle: 
and, after knocking ſeveral times at the 
door, a ſurly ill-looking fellow, opened 
it, who in a hoarſe voice, demanded 
what I wanted, I, in a ſubmiſſive man- 
ner, aſked for my Lord. He is not to 
be ſpoke to, Ae the ſurly cerbery. 
I requeſted to know when I could fee him. 
Don't know,” ſays the fellow, and in- 
ſtantly ſhut the door in my face; and, 
had 1 not been tolerably dexterous, he 
would have faſtened in the ſkirts of my 
beſt ome and broke my elegant ſword. 


M prett reception this, thought Ts to 
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ſhall be _- to have but a very mean opi- 


nion of my fituation ; ſo I walked away, 

bewildered in thought and_anxiety, till ! 
arrived in St. James's Park, where I per- 
ambulated till the clock ſtruck one, when 
a new thought ſtruck me, and ] inſtantly 
ſallied back to Downing-ftreet, and after 
palming the porter two ſhillings, I readily 
obtained admittance to my Lord, who was 


under the hands of his 1 I made 


him my obedience, and preſented the let- 
ter, which he had no ſooner read, that 
he arofe, and ſqueezing me by the hand, 

told me he would take great care not to 
forget me. I made him my acknowledg- 
ments; and requeſted to know when 1 
might be honoured with another audience: 
he replied, to-morrow was his levy day, 
and he would be glad of my attendance; 
concluding with aſſuring me of his beſt 
ſervices. Saying this, he retired, and left 
me in an inundation of j joys on the graci- 
ous reception I met with; and as the 
porter appeared rather more civil than 


uſual, on his opening the door, I ſhipped 


him another ſhilling, and ſtrutted into the 
ſtreet with an air o conſequence, c ra- 
tulating ure elf on my n . 


. 
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The next buſineſs which claimed my 
attention, was to provide, a convenient 
lodging. Accordingly, I traverſed all 
the neighbouring ſtreets, as I was deter- 
mined to be as near my Lord as poſſible, 

and at length, obſerving, a bill up at a 
genteel houſe in Parliament, deſcriptive of 
Apartments for fingle Gentlemen, I rap- 
ped at the door, and deſired to ſee the 
room, which the willing landlady readily 
complied with. I expreſſed- my appra- 
hation, and deſired to know the price, 5 
_ though I believe my readers will giye me 
credit for ſaying, that her demand, how- 
ever exorbitant, was but a ſecondary con- 


ſideration in the then ſtate of my expecta- 
tions: “ why, fir,” replied the good dame, 
STS INF. 


-& 


purfe, which I had in m 
hand, in readineſs to ſecure apartments ſo 
contiguous to my Lord, one guinea 
and a, half per week, is the loweſt I can 
take; and that is exceeding cheap in Par- 
Jiament-ftrect, where gentlemen offer a 
money, on account of the convenience 
the houſes of parliament and the miniſter's 
leye es, Here I interrupted the good 
lady, who ſeemed inclined to continue her 
encpmium on the ſituation till midnight, 
by aſſuring her I was perfectly ſatisfied; 
and having paid her a week's f 5 
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told her I ſhould fleep there that evening, 
and would ſend my trunks immediately. 
So ſaying, I returned to the inn, where, 
for the expence of a ſhilling, J had my 
moveables conveyed to my lodgings. 
| | | | 
On my return home, (now concluding 
1 Xhad one) I found my landlady's ſon, 
and a lodger, in the back parlour, on the 
point of going to the play. I reſolved at 
once, if agreeable, to accompany them 
thither: they received my offer with plea- 
fure; and after drinking a comfortable 
diſh of tea, we ſet out to the theatre, where 
the tragedy of Iſabella was to be perform- 
ed: the houſe was every where crouded : 
for my part, the brilliancy of the lamps, 
the muſic, &c. took up my attention ſole- 
by, having never been in London before. 
And, as a deſcription of that kind of 
theatre to which 1 was accuſtomed to re- 
fort in the country, may not be unenter- 
raining to my readers, I ſhall here draw a 
pictureſque view of the beſt theatre in our 
neighbourhood : — Farmer Freehold's barn 
always ſupphes the place of a theatre; in 
which are raiſed a few boards, collected 
from the ruins of ſome decaying manſion, 
on a few barrels, bricks, &c. to anſwer the 
purpoſes of a ſtage : the. ſcenes are com- 
, + een a do, n L047 tab ry poſed | 


# > ef & 


ox, THE UNFORTUNATE LEVEE HAUNTER, 33 


poſed of pieces of old painted papers, 
Collected from old buildings, and palted 
upon wooden frames, with the addition 
of a few old paper pictures the dreſſes 
conſiſt of left- off cloaths, once the com- 
panions of ſome venerable ruſtic ſages, as 
you will believe when J inform you, that 
one of the cuffs may afford cloth ſufficient 
io make a modern maccaroni a garment to 
cover the principal part of his body; and 
the waiſtcoat flaps in proportion; theſe 
metamorphoſed with ſome red leather, 
lacquered with different colours; their 
faces covered with a variety of frightful 
maſks; their band, two blind flddlers, 
and a fifer; the ſeach for the accommoda- 
tion of the audience, compoſed of old 
chairs, ſtools, &c. &c. the pieces which 
they perform, have names of their own 
creation; ſometimes ſpelling the title of a 
good play backwards, as they do their 
names alſo ;— for inſtance, for Jſabella, 

they ſay Allebaſ ; for Who's the Dupe, ſay 
S ob eht Epud, and fo on, and almoſt as 
perfectly tranſpoſing every act and ſcene of 
their performance. The reader, I hope, 
will pardon this introduction of a deſcrip- 
tion of à country theatre; the contraſt will 
plead ſome excuſe for my aſtoniſhment, 
at this time, when the curtain drew up, 


and the play began. 
At 
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At the cloſe of the third act, my feeling 


were rouzed at a young lady's fainting, 


through the intolerable heat of the houſe. 


I immediately ſupported her in my arms, 


and by the aid of another lady who fate 
next to her, ſhe ſoon recovered. In my 
whole life I never ſaw ſo ſweet a human 


form; in ſhort, nature had lJaviſhed all 
her beauties here, unattended by art: ſhe 
made me many acknowledgments for my 


eivility, and ſo forth, and I do declare J 
thought myſelf higbly favoured, and re- 


turned the beſt compliments in my power; 
fo in ſhort, we were very agreeable com- 
pany for the remainder of the evening, 


and were very highly entertained. 


The curtain being dropped for the laſt 
fime that night, I Scitec the honour of 
arxtending her, urging the danger a young 
lady was fubje& to, at that time of the 


evening: after a few refuſals, ſhe con- 
fented, concluding with her fear that ſhe 
"ſhould take me out of my way. I con- 
"ducted her to Saliſbury-ſtreet, whereupon, 


knocking at the door, I was admitted into 


4 genteel apartment, where an elderly 


lady was ſeated at ſupper. © Ma' am, 
eried the ſweet girl, “ this is a gentleman 
to whom I am much obliged for his care 
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of me at the theatre.” Matilda, an- 
ſwers the matron, I am very much be- 
holden to him. Do ſir,” continued ſhe, 
turning to me, © oblige me by your com- 
pany to ſup with us. Matilda, do you 
alk the gentleman,” Madam, (returned 
I) you overwhelm me much with this good 
behaviour; ſuch civility to a ſtranger in 
this city, is very rare. After ſupper, the 
topic of our converſation was the diverſion 
of the evening, in which Malilda diſ- 
played ſo much wit and ſound judgment, 
as both {urpriſed and inſtructed me. Mrs. 
Siddons, Mamma,” ſaid ſhe, ** in the cha- 
racter of Iſabella, is beyond every thing 
ever ſaw ; the different paſſions are ſo 
finely pourtrayed by her, that there was 
ſcarce a dry eye in the houſe, —Apropos, 
fir,” turning to me, “ are you not of my 
opinion?“ Sincerely, Mils, (replied I) 
no perſon can condemn your excellent 
judgment. Oh, you flatter,” returned 
ſhe. No, upon my honour, (returned 1) 
I am not yet thoroughly initiated in that 
vice.— In ſhort, after ſpending two hours 
very agreeably, I returned home, wholly 


taken up with the 1 image of the charming 


chat. N 
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C HAP. VI. 


GO TO MY LORD'S LEVEE—MEET CAPTAIN BLUS= 
TER THERE—HIs STORY. | 

N the morning I aroſe about ten, and 

having gone through the hands of a 

friſſeur, at twelve o'clock I arrived at my 


Lord's; there I found a numerous aſſem- 


* 


bly of people, and among them my former 
intimate Captain Bluſter, I inſtantly went 
up to him, and after falutations were paſt, 


he informed me he was come to ſolicit my 


Lord's intereſt for a new regiment, his old 
one being broke; obſerving that my Lord 
had promiſed to prefer him in a week. I 
ſuppoſe, Mr. Lounge, you are upon prefer- 


ment too.“ Yes, (ſaid 1) Tam. © Aye,” 


ſaid he, if my Lord promiſed—.” Here 
wr was interrupted by my Lord's coming 
to us and enquiring politely how we 
a; again promiſing to ſerve us in a very 
ſhort time, two or three days at moſt.— 
What think ye of my Lord, Captain, (ſaid 


I. What do I think,” replied Blaſter, 


*© why that he'll make men of us.””—1 was 
ſtill at a loſs for a knowledge why ſo many 


attended his levee: in this matter, Blufter 


kindJ» 
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OY 


kindly relieved me, by telling me they 


were dependants upon my Lord's county. 


ce Heavens,” exclaimed I, he is indeed a 
benevolent man, and bleſs my ſtars a thou- _ 
ſand times in directing me to a perſon, 
whoſe breaſt retained ſo much humanity. 
The levee being over, Bluſter propoſed go- 
ing to the Tilt- yard Coffee-Houſe, for he 
had ſomething to impart to me; to which 
propoſal I acquieſced - being arrived there 
and calling for a bottle and toaſt, he began 
as follows.“ Mr. Lounge, from the time 
I had the pleaſure of your company in 
the ſtage coach, and fitting an evening 
together, I conceived a friendſhip for you, 
which I ſhould be happy to cultivate, if it 
is agreeable on your ſide. -I replied it was 
perfectly ſo; for as I was a ſtranger to 
London and its methods, I ſhould be hap- 

y to form an acquaintance with one ſo 
well ſchooled in it : faying this, we ſhook 
hands.—** Now,” ſays he, I am deter- 
mined to make you laugh, though at my 
expence, by relating an adventure, in 
which I was engaged the evening before - 
had the pleaſure of your acquaintance ;z— 
as likewiſe the head of my origin.” —I fig- 
nifying my aſſent, he began his hiſtory as 
appears in the following chapter. 


3 HISTORN 
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J \ 
HISTORY OF CAPTAIN BLVSTER. 


NAH father was a phyſician of ſome 
3 note in Scotland, and reſided at 
Edinburgh; as I was the only child, as the 
ſaying is, I was ſpoiled : however when 
had attained the age of ten years, I was 
ſent to a boarding ſchool, about thirty 
miles from my father's eſtate. I had only 
been there a very few weeks, before I felt 
the difference of my treatment. —Dr.Tzvis's 
(that was the pedant's name,) fole delight 
was reigning over the children's poſteriors: 
on my numerous complaints of his treat- 
ment to my father, I as at length releaſed 
from it and taken home, where I remained 
two years, at the concluſion of which, I 
was placed under another maſter; here I 
was immured four years, practiſing and 
inventing every kind of miſchief that 
could be thought of, for my diverſion ; 
numberleſs were the complaints made to 
my father of my wicked diſpofition—but 
without effect; —I underwent the ſevereſt 
correction, to make up for my father's non 
attention; — however I was ordered home, 
and glad enough of it I was; —but the 
change of my ſituation did not long pleaſe 
N . me, 
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me, as my father hinted his intention of 
my following his profeſſion, which was a 
ſtay-maker and man-milliner this did 


not at all ſuit my inclination I was fond - 4; 

of a gay life, dreſs, &c. and aſſoclating 
with a number of young fellows, who met. 
every week at a room in order to ſpout a 
variety of ſpeeches out of plays. In this 
ſociety I was counted a good orator;:— 


indeed I could tear a paſſion to tatters as 
well as the beſt of them. This ſociety, 
which we entitled Theſpians, was in gene- 
ral frequented by female members as-well 
as male, and it was here I firſt became 
acquainted with a beautiful young lady, 
whoſe name was Maria; in ſhort I was en- 
tirely devoted to her charms—and the 

characters I played to her compleated the 


conqueſt, —I loved her but too well! If 


I played Romeo, ſhe was my Juliet: — Oh! 


had ſhe been as virtuous as ſhe was lovely, 


her fame would have been unrivalled, 
_ ©© I made my addrefles to this adorable 
and beautiful young creature, and had the 
ſatisfact ion to find they were well received; 
and at length, imagining I had inſpired 
her with a mutual affection, I propaſed an 
elopement ;—to this, without the leaſt 
heſitation, ſhe agreed, and the night fol- 
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lowing, at about twelve © clock, was fixed 
on for the hour of our departure; in ſhort 
after having made free with my father's 
caſh, we ſet out, and in a very ſmall time 
arrived at Birmingham (all the way paſſing 
for man and wife, for I ſoon found my 
cara ſpoſa to be no virgin) where we en- 
liſted ourlelves in a troop of initerant 
players; I hadn't been a member of this 
worthy community many days, ere the 
ſeed of jealouſy began to root in my 
breaſt, at the attention one of the young 
comedians paid to Maria; and, tho? ſhe 
did not openly return it, I was not with- 
out my ſuſpicions, which 1 quickly found 
were well founded ; for on my return to 
my lodgings one evening, juſt after our 
performance was over, I found my very 
virtuous beautiful Maria had eloped with 

the ſon of the Buſkin—after making free 
with all the caſh I pofſeffed ;—no words 
can expreſs my rage at this diſcovery ; — _ 

I inftantly reſolved to purſue them and be 
revenged, —but upon a cool reflection, I 
determined to return to my father's and 
implore him to, forgive me for my folly.— 
N put my plan in execution, and 
had the happineſs of ſucceeding; but my 


father, fearful Jeſt I ſhould ever again be 
- tempted 
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tempted to renew my intimacy with the 
Theſpians, purchaſed me the commiſſion 1 
now bear: Here. Bluſter ended his nar- 


rative, and our bottle being emptied, we 


parted, I to my affairs, and he to his. 


Ds CHAP. 


CHAP. VII. 


' MEET BLUSTER AT THE COFFEE HOUSE—RELATE 
A COMICAL ADVENTURE—CHARACTERS OF JACK 
1 FRIBBLE—AND DENNIS O'DUNDER. 


HE next day having according to 

appointment met Blaſter at the coffee 
houſe, he, agreeable to his promiſe, re- 
lated his evening's adventure, which was 


as follows : : 


[8 One evening laſt week, being out late, 
and ſome miles from home, I reſolved to 
take up a lodging in the firſt peaſant's 
houſe that ſeemed willing to receive me ; 
while walking alone, and fit for miſchief, 
I was conſidering within myſelf where I 
could be beſt accommodated, —then ru- 
minating on the ill conſequence of mixing 
with ſtrangers, —l was of two minds, 
whether it would be moſt proper I ſhould 
purſue my journey, or ſtop to reſt myſelf ; 
with theſe ambiguous thoughts, I came to 
à genteel looking houſe :—Juſt as I gained 


_ the door, it opened, and a decent looking 
female 
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female came running out, who ſeemed to 
be a ſervant, and on the * for ſome ex- 


pected perſon :—Imprefſed with this na- 


tural ſuppoſition, 1 approached | her. *© Is 


your name Aimvell,” cried the, in rather an 


impatient manner! ? I anſwered in the af- 
firmative, perceiving by her queſtion, 
there was ſomething to be dived into, and 
you know, that I am never backward to 
get at any buſineſs of this kind, for I ſoon 
diſcovered that there was an elopement 
going forward, and learned what Ma'am 
was about. And is the coach ready? 


continued ſhe. © The coach! Yes, yes, my 
dear, I'll get a coach in a minute, there is a 


{tand near us.“ Oh! do ſo, make haſte, 


miſtreſs & her maiden aunt, are no- m bed 


and aſleep: Louiſa has her bundle ready, 
and prepared for elopement you cannot 
have a better opportunity, ſhe poor thing 
will break her heart, if diſappointed.” — 
* Nay, by heavens !“ ſaid I, © the ſhall 
not be diſappointed, I will run and pro- 
vide a coach, and do you bid my dear 
Louiſa come down ſtairs and be in readi- 
neſs to go with me.“ 


We parted now, and I ran for a coach, 
wondering, within myſelf, how this ſtrange 


bulinels would terminate, Happily I got 
Ohne 


- c 
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one, and in a few minutes, a lady all 


_ muffled up appeared; and fearful that ſhe 


ſhould ſee me, and find her miſtake, I 
lifted her up with all a lover's haſte, and 
put her in the coach, wiſpering the man. to 
dri ve to my lodgings I was now ap- 
prehenſive of ſpeaking, for fear my dear 
Louiſa ſhould diſftinguuſh my voice from 
her lover's, but to my no little ſurprize, 1 
found the deception continued, and my 
new Dulcinea was enquiring whither we 
were going, and when we were to be 
married ; which queſtion I evaded with 
uncommon ſagacity. Though I had no 
doubt of my dear, ſweet, and charming 
Louiſa bringing a handſome tortune, as it 
was apparent, that an appointment was 
made, and Mr. Aimebell was to have ran 
away with her, yet, I confeſs, I was wiſhing 
for a candle—all lovers have not the ſame 
eyes: What Mr. Aimevell might think an 
angel, I might fancy a devil: However, 
tet her be ever ſo ugly,—the whimfical 
adventure, thought I, ws make an ample 
compenſation. VELO OL, 


Having now arrived at my lodging— 
we alighted, and I eſcorted my muffled 
* ugg! to a prove apartment. 


« When 
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my When ſhe was [eathid; I was between 
two minds, whether or not to examine 
my prize before 1 made uſe of it. I re- 
ſolved, however, upon hap hazard, to get - 
a candle, as I was conſcious her ſurprize, 
upon the diſcovery would little avail > _ 
© Stay, my dear,“ cried I, © I'll go and 
get a light. No, dear Mr. Aimwell,” 
returned ſhe, I'm in ſuch a figure—. 2 
Oh! but we ſhant't know what we are 
about, ſaid I. © Yes, yes,” retorted ſhe, 
„Where is the Parſon ? I'm fure he has 
the ceremony by heart. Indeed I ſhould 
die with ſhame upon ſuch an occaſion. 


Pray, Mr. Aimwell———— 


Regardleſs of what ſhe mid, I ſoon. 
E a light, and returning, « Now, 
my angel,* ſaid I, © indulge me with a 
tight of your lovely face, and complete the 
conqueſt you have already made.“ After 
lome hefitation ſhe complied, —but ! good 
reader! figure to yourſelf my aſtoniſh- 
ment at the ſight of a wrinkled female, 
old enough to have been my grandmo- 
ther I ſtood for ſome moments petrified 
by furprize, which ſhe perceiving, prayed 
me to forgive her. She had a regard 
tor her niece,” ſhe ſaid, “ and knowing 
ſhe was about to clope, took the advan- 
a Es tage 
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tage of the night, being ſo dark, impoſed 
upon the ſervant ; and to prevent Louiſa's 
being ruined by me, determined to take 
all-the danger upon herſelf.“ 


* Though chagrined, as 1 was, at the 
impoſition yet the revenge pleaſed me. 


Ss Looking at her with a ſneering ſmile, 
© I am forry, Madam, cried J, © you 
have not played your cards better, I am 


not Mr. Ainwell.” N | | 


«© No ! Where is he 5993 — Why, re- 

turned I, with a hearty laugh, — I ſup- 

; Poſe, as you have given him an excellent 
opportunity, he has now your niece in his 

arms. 


fe When the word 4rms was uttered, 
ſhe turned pale, and began to ſtorm and 
dance about like a bedlamite, at being 
thus cheated, and depaneds in a rage. 


Ee dey tell me, Lounge, 3 t you think 
it an odd adventure?“ “ Undoubtly,” 
returned I, The biter was bit on Dons 

fides. Egad, if the niece han't planne 


_ her {ſchemes with more caution than the 
aunt, they're a ſapiant pair —. 


Here 


* 


% 


* 
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Here our converſation was interrupted 

by the entrance of a tall effeminate figure, 
humming aloud, the following ditty : - 


FREE from confinemnt and ftrife, 
]'ll plow thro the ocean of Life, 
To ſeek new delights, 
Where beauty invites, 
But ne'er be confin'd to a wife; 
1 The man that is free, 
Like a veſſel at ſea, 
After conqueſt and plunder may roam: 
But when either confin'd 
By wife or by wind, 
Tho' for glory deſign'd, 
No advantage they find, ; 
But ſteer from the harbour at home: 


» i Tos hr aA Fn Ve te — 4s. e 0 ' 


He walked about the room, for ſome 
time, in a very fantaſtical manner, when 
all of a ſudden, turning round ſhort, and 
ſpying Bluſter (who knew him) he ap- 

f proached us, ſaying, I am very glad to 
| lee thee, Tom! Fly blow me! But pri- 
thee, why do we not fee you at BROOKEsS's ? 


We are quite bored without the eflence of 


/ 
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your wit, d n me „ Saying. Test ke. „ 
turned to the ald in a minuet ſtep, 
tuneing ſome air, that we did not directly 
underſtand; which I learned afterwards, 


to be the following : „ . 


„ 


FLY, fly to yon vale, other paſtimes purſue, - 
May your eyes and tongue have determin d thy fate, 
This face and this ſhape are not deſtind for yon, 
And former diſdain is now turned into hate. 


- * 4 * 


After viewing bimſelf for ſome rime, he. 
exclaimed, . God's curſe ! This is worſe 
than WRITE“ s, for there, upon tiptoe, 
one can ſee the tip of one's noſe, but by 
all that's elegant here one cannot ſee 
the tip of one's hat, though mine is really 
reckoned the largeſt that ever was yet 


2 —. 


« Oh! upon my conſcience,” echoes 
an Hibernian gentleman, who ſat in 
a box by the fire, Billy, my honey, by 
the Lord Harry, you're always at the 

glaſs, —and indeed a figure like your's 
wont bear much examination; for you 


look like one of che Wax figures i in Fleet- 
ſtreet 


— 


- 
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Lesch 8 Tur compariſons were, and 
ever will be odiousz Sir Dennis; but I 
can only entertain contempt for them. 
„The ladies !” returned the other. * Oh 
gentlemen,. view the ladies“ man.” Here 
Sir Dennis turned Billy about, to the no 
ſmall entertainment of the whole com- 
pany; and tunes the following ſtanza from - 
Mr: Edeuin 8 favourite ColleQtion : — — * 


© <a 22 Aclerk I was in Loadin gay, 
| 4 Billy liokum feedle ; 
4 And went in boots to ſee the play, 
: 1 Merry fiddlem tweedle : 
I march'd the lobby, twirPd my ſtick, 
„ Diddle, daddle, deedle;  _ _ - 


2 Wo The girls all cry*d, he's quite the kick! 
44 Billy linkum feedle.“ 


„ A pretty play ching for a ladies,” 

continues Sir Dennis: ** Devil burn me, 
if I don't believe he has got 95 on — 
oh, you are a fine ſtick of wood.* 


e Tou horrid ſavage, let me 80, POR. 
Billy, < or by——.” . „„What is the 
puppet going to draw? ?” Here Billy drew, | 
and was retreating backwards, when a 
waiter entering with tome tried For. 
N n 


PLE 
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ran againſt the ſtrutting fop, and diſ- 
_ Charged the greaſy contents of the plate 
upon his fine cloaths! This accident 


compleated the ſcene—Blly tainted—Sir 


Dennis laughed—and all the company tit- 
tered. ** Oh, he is a man for the ladies— 


he his the tippee O!“ ſaid Sir Dennis. 


After ſome time Billy recovered. cc Well 
pigeon heart,” ſays Sir Dennis again ?— 


% Waiter,” cried Billy, without heeding 


what he ſaid, © if you will run and get 
me a chair, I will . the miſchief you 
have done.” The waiter ran, and in a 
few minutes returned, when the fop ſaid, 

« Well now I ſhall leave this horrid den, 
for if ever I was in company with ſuch a 


ſet of ſavages, evaporate me! So ſay- 
ing, he hurried out of the room, leaving 


Sir Dennis, Bluſter, and my {elf almoſt con- 
vulſed with laughter. 


CHAP. 


CAR wo. © 


RECEIVE TWO LETTERS,—ONE FROM DISMAL), AND © 
ANOTHER FROM A COMPANION, WHO is GONE 
TO BATH,—MEET AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE. 


IN the evening when I returned home, 
D I I found two letters on my table, one 

of which I knew came from my friend 
Diſmal, wherein I found encloſed the 
aniount of the ſale of my goods, (the ſum 
total of which was 3l. 118. 115d.) This 
was to me a ſeaſonable relief; for though _ 
my Lord kept on promiſing, yet I found 
he had done nothing for me yet, and 
my caſh was reduced to two guineas. 
Diſmal. informed me of fome particulars 
worthy remark : one in particular was, 
that I had an uncle, who, about rwenty 
years ago, went to the Welt Indies; but 
whether he was living or dead, he could 
not tell; however he encouraged me to 
hope all things would turn out to my ad- 
vantage. The good man's ſympathy and 
friendihip filled me with gratitude—and 
feeling mylelf very comfortable, ſat down 
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to read the contents of the other letter, 
which on opening, I found to be a pretty 


long one, and contained the following 


ſcene, which my friend faw at an inn on 
bis road to Bath: 


„ DEAR LOUNGE, 
© You remember I have ſome time ago, 
wrote you an account of my ſafe arrival 


in theſe parts; and had ſcarce leiſure ſo to 


do when I addreſfed you; therefore could 
not furniſh you. wut any thing worthy 
notice. 


I have now to acquaiit you, that the 
waters have much benefited me, and have 
almoſt rid me of my indiſpoſition. I 


muſt now there fore divert you by relating 
what happened one night at an inn, on 


the road hither : 


6 You muf} know EY that on our 
journey, at the inn where we took up our 
reſidence for the night, I was placed in a 
chamber the next to a young lady's, as I at 


firſt conceived, which only a thin wainſcot 


parted ; ſo that I could have eaſily thruſt 
myſelf through : : however I reconciled my- 
felt by embracing the opportunity I had 


to indulge my curioſity, in obſerving ai! 
"the 
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_  » the ceremony of andreſſing ; when I had 


more experience, perhaps, than many of 
double our ages. I ſaw her pray, undreſs, 
and go to bed. And if you had been 3 
ſpectator, you muſt have been filled with 

ſurpriſe, on obſerving the preliminaries 

and the operations, which took place, to 
reduce a fine engaging woman, in ap- 


pearance, to her very ſelf, previous to her 


committing her remains to the incloſure of 
the curtains. She commenced diſrobing, 
and proceeded gradually too withal, a ca- 
pite ad calcem, from top to toe: firſt, off 
went her head -dreſs, and I ſoon {pied out 
that ſhe had red hair, though women 
uſually fo powder, that they often blind 


dur e eyes; and a man may be married a 


conſiderable while before he diſcoyers 
what colour his wife's hair is of, if ſhe - 
always takes care to dreſs or undreſs out 
of her huſband's ſight. Then out came 
three or four artificial teeth, which ſhe 
carefully put into her little box, but firſt 
rubbed them with her handkerchief. -Af- 
ter that ſhe plucked off her mantua, un- 
| .looſed her ſtays, and then from her arm- 
pits brought out two /epee? bags, and from 
each hip, a plumper, to make her ladyſhip 
look with jolly figes, which will bear a 
good thrumming on occaſion. Thenrub- = 
| 4 2? bed 


* 
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bed her breaſt with a fine white (cloth, 
and looking into the glaſs, ſmiled to her- 
felf, which was as much as to ſay, O how 
do theſe bewitch men, and drive them 

_ almoſt to a madneſs !. So after all thoſe 
troubleſome appurtenances, petticoats, red 
ſhoes, filk ſtockings, &e. which half made- 
up the eflence of a woman, were well off, 
The flipt her morning gown over her 

tmock, kneeled by the bed-fide, and im- 
plored of God Almighty, I ſuppoſe, to 
tend her a good night's reſt, and a plea- 

fant dream of marriage. I being myſelf, 
ſtinted my curioſity, and intruded no far- 

ther on the fecrecy. e 


Thus far indeed my fancy led me to 
do, and have learned experience from it; 
but I was unwilling to preſs upon mo- 
deſty, or diſturb my repoſe, by beholding 
perhaps thoſe beauties which would create 

me a diſguſt in ruminating upon. 


6 Thus, dear B55, in a moment we 
learn more than in twenty years. Tis. 
true I ſleep pretty heartily; but whenever 
I waked, I could not bur reflect on what 
I had ſeen, and conſidered on the deceit- 
fulneſs of that ſex, who daily by their 
. wales and ſubtle artifices, are too hard for 


— 
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us, though we lay claim to three parts of 
the ſenſe and reaſon i in Chriſtendom. 


662M 1 proteſt, as matters are, were it ſo. 

decent, a man ſhould examine a woman 
before he marries her, as a butcher does 
an ox or a ſheep, or horſe- market man, a 
pad at Smithfield, that he may the better 
be ſatisfied that they are ſound both wind 
and limb, and look in the mouth, to ſee 
how the feeth are fixed; natural or artifi- 
cial, to have the leſs occaſion of complain- 
ing afterwards. And though *tis probable- 
that we may, and ſome men daily do meet 
with women that make very good wives, 
yet, would modeſty allow it, this cuſtom 
were not amiſs; and in ſome countries, 
there is more than ordinary care about 
marriages, and there is all inſpection made 
into the ſtate of the woman's body, as. 
well as her mind, that the male party is 
to marry. And this indeed a great piece 
of prudence. But I am apt to believe, 
Bob, that foreign women are not altoge- 
ther ſo uſed to the many fallacies our 
Engliſh experience, and ſhould every one 
act as the woman I have been ſpeaking 
of does, twould almoſt make me loath 
the whole ſex; and you know, tis not 


way: lite matter that can draw me = 
t 
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the love. of a woman. You may. thank 
God, that you are likely to have a moſt 


virtuous, young, and beautiful wife.— 


When 1 ſhall make an attempt towards 


.one, I cannot tell ; that ſuch bleſſings are 
ſcarce, the world ſufficiently knows; and 
the Jonger a man is waiting for a good 


wife, the better in all probability . het will 
meet with : at laſt. 
] am, dear Sir, 
© Tours, 
C6 9 


CY 


Eylivened by the chearing encourage- 


ment I had received from Diſinal's letter, 
-and entertained by the novelty of the 


other, I perambulated into the Park.—- 
The evening was pleaſant, the place very 


bz full of campany. 


In one of my walks, who Would I meet 


but an old playmate of mine in my in- 
fancy: his father left him a pretty for- 


tune, and very well to do; yet there was 


A a cloud upon his brow, as if his mind was: 


labouring under fome diſcontent. 


„ Prithee, George,” ſaid 1 zccoſting him, 
- * what = Plague emen re . 
5 10 Oh 


* 
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Oh Bob,” ſaid hs; ©] do indeed look 
ſad, but not without a cauſe. You know 
I was placed apprentice in Cheapſide; 
and being out of my time, and my father 
dead, 1 began buſineſs with a pretty ca- 
pital, as I had a turn naturally gay and 
_ expenſive, it may eaſily be ſuppoſed, upon 
getting a large ſum of money into my 
ha- 1s, I gave looſe to every impulſe of 
inclination ; and my principal ambition 
being to be thought a fine gentleman, I 
loſt no opportunity of making myſelf wor- 
thy ſo diſtinguiſhed a character. I ſub- 
ſcribed to every concert, hired a country 
houſe, and in ſhort took every ſtep to 
reach the ſubmit of ſubaltern politeneſs. 
ſucceeded ſo far in my endeavours, as 
to be taken notice of by all the young 
ladies in the neighbourhood, and I had an 


actual offer from the deputy of a certain 


ward, of four thouſand pounds in hand, 
with his daughter, excluſive of what I 
ſhould be entitled to at his deceaſe. This 
propoſal, I muſt confeſs, was agreeable 
enough; for I was gay: no man ever 
paid a ſtricter attention to buſineſs; and 
I was far from diſliking the girl, or her 
fortune. But unhappily, I had an ambi- 
tion to be married to a woman of family, 
anc Mr. Deputy not being entitled * 


WI 4 * 
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Vxite the three pretty letters E. S. Q. after 


his name, I declined the propoſal, with 


profeſſions of the higheſt reſpect, and ſaw 
my intended ſpouſe in a fortnight after 
married to a  worſhipful tallow chandler, 


not quite an hundred miles from Aldgate. 


Chance, however, good naturedly effected 
what I was ſome time bringing about :— 


happening to ſup one night at a grocer's. 
houſe, a neighbour, I became acquainted 
with one of the moſt amiable ladies I ever 
ſaw in my life; my eyes were riveted on 
her the whole evening, nor could poſſibly 
think of any thing elſe but that agreeable 


idea after the company broke up. After 


2 fleepleſs night, 1 arofe, heaved a ſigh, 
ſcrawl'd over a love letter, read it half a 
dozen times, and then threw it in the fire, 
undetermined what method to purſue in 


Tegard to the new emotions I found in my 


heart. I hadn't been down ſtairs above 
half an hour, when who ſhould I fee but 
the 1dentical charmer ſtepping into my 
ſhop, with a ſeeming. timidity, to order 
home a piece of fine muſlin. Not to be 


too prolix, I made uſe of that opportunity 


to obtain-an appointment. One interview 


produced another, a ſecand brought on a 


third, and ſo on, till at laſt I was bleſſed 
with a confeſſion of reciprocal eſteem, and 
? - declared 


NG 
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declared to-be the object of her choice.— 
Elated with joy, I waited on her father, 
Sir Simon Epping. He had been a cheeſe- 
mongei, who had ſerved the office of 
Sheriff, and r-ceived the honor of Knight- 
hood when g preſented the City addreſs: 
he had many children, ſo he could ſpare 
me no morc chan twelve hundred pounds 
with his daughter. But I was too roman · 
tically in love, to value fortune; fo 1 
made myſelf perfectly happy in the poſ- 
6 ſeſſion of the woman I loved.” 
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«© What, is e fend then ?” inter- 
rupted I. 


— 2. 
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„Heaven forbid,” returned he: * no, 
it is her extravagance that makes me ſad.“ 
But then,” ſaid I, “ you can very well 
afford it — | 


Here we were interrupted by two ladies 
who accoſted us, one elegantly dreſſed, 
accompanied by the lady I had met at the 
1 charming Matilda the former. 

underſtood to be the wife of my friend: 
compliments paſſed. Mamma has of- 
ten enquired after you,“ ſays the charm- 
ing girl, ſmiling with ineffable ſweetneſs. 
«« Forgive my want of politeneſs,” re- 
1 turned 


* 


# 
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Turned I, © bufibeſs——” © Well, no 


excuſes let us have your company again 
when convenient. I'll aſſure you, Sir, 
not to flatter, Mamma has a very great 
eſteem for you,” © I'm but too happy in 
gaining the eſteem of people I honour ſo 
much. Quite a courtier !” returned 
Matilda. Apropos, Mrs. Trueby,” con- 


tinned ſhe, turning to my friend's wife, 


have you a card to invite, Mr. Lounge, 


to Lady Draper's route to-morrow even- 


ing?” © Yes, my dear,” rephed Mrs. 
Trueby. © T hen, Sir, preſenting me with 
a card, your company will be an addi- 
tional pleaſure to our party, .at leaſt, 1 


think I can anſwer for one,” added the, 


looking at Matilda archly, who bluſhed, 
and ſtammered out, Lor d. Mrs. Trueby. 5 


After ſome time ſpent in an agreeable con- 


verſation, we left the Park, and I returned 
home, after having pr omiſed to wait on 
the charming Matilda the enſuing evening, 


* 


char. 
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ATTEND. THE LEVERTAM ELATED WITH zor — 
AN EVENING ROUT—HUMOURS OP. A CARD, 
TABLE. 7 
"TAY | 


r 


XF T ER having paſſed a tight filled 
with the, pleaſing image of the 
lovely Matilda, 1 attended the levee as 
uſual ; my Lord, that day, running up to 
me, congratulated me on my approaching 
appointment; ** for,” ſays he, the en- 
ſuing week a vacancy will take place in 
the Secretary of State's Office, which 
will enable me to fix you in an eligible 
ſituation:“ elated as I was with joy at : 
the news, I failed not expreſſing my | 
thanks to his Lordſhip for his goodneſs : ö 
* now,” ſays I to myſelf, I can with RK 
pleaſure, addreſs the charming Matilda on 
the theme of love; before I could not.” | 
My raptores ſo got the better of me, that 
I did not recollect, for ſome time, where 
Iwas; “ Heyday“ ſays Blufter; tapping 
me on the ſhoulder, what in the name of 
4 Sup % fortune ö 
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foktane- makes you ſo merry , Ah, 
Blufter,” faid I, ©* congratulate me, I am 
PROMISED A PLACE next week : — 
5 give you joy of your promiſe, re- 
turned he. 1 immediately acquainted him 
with my recontre with Matilda, conclud- 
ing with inviting him to ſhare of the mirth 


of the enſuing evening. 


Having dined together, we parted to 
dreſs for-the rout—he promiſing to meet 
me at Lady Diaper” s, with whom he was 
well acquainted,—-as in ſhort, he was with 


moſt people of faſhion. | 


Aſter having gone through the hands 
of an able friſieur, and three hours ſpent 
in the different departments of dreſs —1 
proceeded in 4 coach to Saliſbury-ſtreet, 
the coachman having announced my ar- 
rival, by a loud rat: tat at the door—which 
no ſooner 'opened, then I tript nimbly in 
the parlour, where my charmer was ſeated 
with her mama and Mrs. 7 rucby, who, I 
found was related to Mrs. D —; com- 


pliments fle- about now like w 0. 
there ma' am, there's the gay agreeable,“ 


ſaid Mrs. Truehy, „hy, Sir, we thought- 


we ſhould never had the honour of ano- 
ther 
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ther viſit,” exclaimed Mrs. D— ; the 


honour fhould' have been mine,' ' replied. 


3 Why madam, he and my helpmate 
are old acquaintances, infant play-fellows.” 
& Indeed ? “ Ves, anfivered Mrs. 7 Tuechz 
e bput that was in ths days of innocence,” 
Replies Mis, why you make them as 
old as Druid's 8 * But Mr. Lounge 
hope you are not offended at my coutin's 
raillery :”—* Oh. not in the leaſt, it is 


perfectly agreeable;—. Oh, you g g00d-na- 


tured creature,“ returns Mrs, T, rueby, 
too good for the age we live in you 
ſhould have flourithed in the days of good 
Queen Beſs ;—<© A truce ! ! atruce! I be! 


feech ye couſin,” cries Matilda; Ah, 


5 . is a madcap ftill,” replied Mrs. 
time is ready, ſo without ceremony we'll 
walk up ſtairs.— Mrs. D— and Mrs. 
Truc by. walked up, and I lead Matilda ;— 

« You ſeem thoughtful, Madam, ſaid 4 
tenderly, preſſing her hand to my lips, 


which ſhe did not attempt to withdraw.” 


No, not at all, Mr. Lounge,” replied 
| the, endeavquring to recover herſelf !— 
* Oh! Matilla could 1 be but our 
with your regard.” * You already poſſeſs 

that Sire think not that I can be ungrateful 
F 2 for 


but come, Sir, our tea by this 
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tor the attention you paid Ne 85 Ah, how | 
happy you make me by this confeſſion .”* 
ce then uſe it with frag added ſhe, 
patting me twice with her fan; 1 
again preſſed her hand, and we walked up 
ſtairs; Oh, here they come, echoes 
Mrs. 7 rueby, . pray you couple of devils 
what have ye been amuſing yourſelves 
with, looking at the pictures, or taking 
too great a notice of originals, eh? look - 
ing ſhly at Matilda. Pſhaw ! couſin, you 
are 9 plaguing me, anſwers my 
lovely girl. Ah, I viſh I could once 
* | her to be ſerious,” returns Mrs. 
D ——. © Pray, Madam,” faid 1, ad- 
dreſſing myſelf to Mrs. Trueby, <* where is 
my friend, I thought 1 ſhould ſee him 
ke ? * Your friend, Sir, Oh! I ſhall be 
troubled with his odious exhortations ſoon 
enough ; but, apropos, you may well call 
him your. friend, for he has been extremely 
laviſh jn your praiſe,” replies Mrs. Truchy. 
wot Indeed he has given an excellent deſ- 
cription of your many good qualities, and 
I am very happy in the acquaintance of fo. 
worthy a young man, replied Mrs. D—.. 
Matilda's eyes ſeemed to iparkle approba- 
tion at what her mother aid. Madam,” 
17 V 1 I. my you not r me too müch, Ti 
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be aſſured, that whatever may be my fail- 
| ings, gratitude or honour never ſhall be 
wanting to retakate re frankneſs and 
civility.“ 1 lx 1 bY: 7 


et) | N 26w 21. 10.039 


this ĩt was to time to ſer t off for Ed 
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Dinger t and a coach bein called, we 


ſoon; arrived at Lombard- ſtreet; going 
2 ſtairs, Mrs. H by ſd icl, 55 now we hall 
ſce a ſpecimen of cir 'falhions:?! we entered 
the room, which: was full of company, 
among whom I pereeived Captain Blufter 
in converſation with a whole circle of 
ladies. Nothing happened worthy: of re- 

mark, exe — wy obtaining a promiſe 
of mutuab Affection: this at once com- 
pleated my happinels, and which made 


: e ewe wie the e evening. 5 


It ID 12-1611 i 3 
N now began to reoonnoitre the. com- 


903 (dex n Dar yolst 2 ao 05167 s 

. Mrs. Traeby" having: j joined ſome com- 
pany; her huſband, Mrs. D—=, my 
charmer, and myſelf promenaded the 
room; as we paſſed one table, we obſerved 
a. groteſque groupe at cards; the firſt, ho 
J underſtood was” Mrs. Bodkin,' widow of 
the late Samuel Bodtiu, Eid; citizen and 
7+ 0070 taylor, 
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taylor; ſhe appeared to be upwards > 


threeſcore, and the yellowneſs of her fleſk 
was: rendered more ſtriking by her dreſs: 
her poloneſe was made tight to her ſhape, 


ofa brilliant orange colour, it was flounced, 


feſtoohed with crape and ribbon, her 


petticoat was a ſilver tiſſue, and ſhe had 
flver guaze cuffs vandyked to the top of 
her ſhoulders, 'a. white ribbon encircled 


her ſeraggy neck, while buffont attempted 


to cover her boſom as flat as a deal board, 


her withered. arms wer e decorated with | 
pearl bracelets, . faſtened, with: diamonds, 


and her fingers loaded with: rings :=-{ucl! 
was the figure now. planted ) befere us; 
having been I ſound mortiſted by a run of 
bad cards, ſhe was going to try her 


luck by renouneing, though ſhe held two 


good diamonds in the ſuit, in queſtion, in 


her hand; ſhe accordingly gave a fignifi- 
cant ogle a-crofs the table to her partner, 
a handſome young fellow, and finely con- 
traſted to herſelf ; he did n, however, 

_ feemtocomprehend her ocular information: 


this her antagoniſt, Mrs. Dumplin, a a 
baker's wife, about 20 years younger, and 


very corpulent with a fiery complexion, : ' 
and a ſcarlet feather nodding. over her; 


forehead, exclaimed, in a hoarſe; key, 
ed GiY VVT N 
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ke What do you mean by chat; madam," 
to my knowledge, you are able to follow, ' 
I can tell every card in: the. pack.” LN 
© Really, madam,” replied. the: widow, 


this is very extraordinary, for if you 
have not actually looked over my hand, or 


have had dealings with the devil, 

could not tell what is there.“ Neither : 
one or the other madam,” anſwered the 

other, I ſcorn your inſinuations, I have 

had no dealings with your friend, the 

gentleman in black, but I happen to have 
a good memory madam, Jam not ſuper- 

anuated, I can inform you of every card 

that is out, and confequently muſt know 
what is in your hand; I can, therefore, 

be poſitive that you have diamonds in 
your hand, aye, more than one.. As c 
your being, poſitive in reg ard to What is in 


my hand,” ſaid her antagoniſt, a i 24 


monſtrous piece of impertinence, and what 
you have nothing to do with, madam.” 
No, madam ! replied the choleric lady, 
have I not to do with my game? Am 
I not to win it if I have cards? Are you 
to cheat me out of it?“ Cheat! 1 


cheat! echoes the other, really, madam, 


I don't underſtand ye; you take great 


KDerucs with me, and J will not put up 
with 


Vs. 
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with them I affure ye :—Cheat' you ! 
ſurely I have not lived ſo long in 5 | 
World to have ſuch an inſult offered me.” 
Wap really,” returned the other,“ Toh” 
have lived long enough to know better. 
My time of life, retorted my pretty 
wrink led dame; 1 old ! Heaven grant 
me patience ! L wouldihave you'to: knowy » 
ma'am,——but,, there's your tricks, mucho 
good my theyido you; andiÞ have done 
with you; Here the poor lady vociferat- 
with too much voilence, unfortunately: 
diſcharged: three of her :talſe-reeth} and 
they dropped upon the table; and as they 
appeared; ſuitable ornaments: to the three 
trieks, they produced ſucha roarof laughter, 
taithe full enjoyment of which we loudly! 
contributed. Soon oſter which, having 
ſeen enough of the city rout, we returned 
bome, well ent with our evening I 
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AN UNEXPECTED ACCIDENT=—MY DISTRESS ON 
THE OCCASION==CONFUSION AT MY LORD'S BYs 
Er ADVICE. | OY 


0 R the ſpace of a eee no 
mortal ied more felicity ; con- 
tinually cheered by my Lord's numer- 
ous promiſes, and my Matilda's aflurayees. 
of conltecy” | 


One morning aſter t my dancing abend. 
ance on my Lord—I, as uſual, haſtened 
to ſee the idol of my wilhes— when; what 
was my ſurprize at beholding the 'houſe 
ſhut up; *© heav/ns !” cried I, “ what 
extraordinary affair has bronght: this 
about Rut yeſterday I was the happ pieſt 
of men! But now, alas! Who fo miſer- 
able?“ Seeing a woman ſtanding at a 
door, near the houſe, J enquired of her 
whither Mrs. D—— was gone; ſhe res 
plied, “ ſhe knew ee more of the 
matter, than that they had 1 off in a poſt 
chaiſe early * morning, but — 

they 
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they were gone, ſhe could not tell. > 
thanked her . for the!. intelligence, and 
haſtened to Trueby's, who was as much 
ſurprized: as I was. Alas,“ cried 1, 
then ſhe is gone for ever !+ \Happineſs 
will. bea ſtranger to my boſom tilb Ii find 
my Matilda. Time,“ replied Mr. 
Trueby, © will bring that about have 
patience. . Patience to a, magnum” t 
one who. loves} as I do; ho but yeſterdaz 
was happy, but now, alas !, who,ſo, miſer- 
able? I blame you not Mr. Lounge 
for your concern, Be indeed my coylin 
merit all your affe&tion,” ſaid Mrs. Traeby. 
But here: we were, interrupted by a footman 
out of breath, who delivering us a letter, 
vapiſhed in an inſtant: by the ſuper- 
ſeription, 1 knew it 10 be the hand of 
8 Matilda. Mrs. Trueby looking at the ſeal, 
which was black—trembled, and let it 
fall. Mr. Trueby then taking it u p, , opened 
it, and out dropped a picture of my dear 
gin; I inſtantly. ſnatched it and -prefled it 
to my lips, While Mr. — e the 
let ers m as follows :>— 
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Vp: O U may, ps as e 
my dear Lady; at the news I ami 
about to acquaint ou t: am now on 


my journey ch Barbadoes: Vou may re- 


member my Mama has a brother who. 
ſettled! there; he being at the point of 
death, and he 'havingino other relation, 
except her, ſent for us, with attendants to 
conduct us ſthither. I have only time to 
{end this; together with my picture, which 
I deg you will deliver to Mr. Lovnge: and 
tell him to make himſelf eaſy, with the 
hope of N me ſoon. 
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Ibis, T confefs, gave me forne comfort; 


and I. reſolved to make myſelf eaſy, rely- 
ing upon my Lord's promiſe of my per- 
fert ment: though I was at once deter- 
mined to hint to him, the confuſed late ot 
n IN 3 my 
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my affairs ; for I now owed my taylor more 


than was in my power to pay him; my 


landlady, to whom I was fix months in 


atrears for rent, which the ſeemed preffirig 
for. T his, 1 muſt confeſs, ſtaggered me . 
I therefore, deterrained to urge my firua- 


tion to him next morning. Accordingly TI l 


did; and the Noble Peer no ſooner under- 
ſtood I was in diſtreſs, but he turned upon 
his heel, and fajd, I had better re- 
mared' in the country, for he ſhould not 
be able to appoint any one there this ſix 
months.” No words can paint the diſ- 
traction I laboured under at hearing this. 


c Your Lordſhip promiſed to appoint 
me laſt week.” ** Tis true,” replied he, 
« did, but I am dafappointed.” Ah, 


my Lord, ſo am I too, and bitterly I 
aſſure ye.” Saying this, I walked to the 


other end of the room, where I was ac- 


coſted by a perſon in black, whoſe ſhabby _ 


appearance denoted his poverty, and by 


what I could find, had ſubſiſted upon his 


 Lordſhip's promiſes for a long time. 


« Sir,” ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to 
me, ** 1 perceive, by your chagrin, that 
my Lord has diſappointed you, but believe 


C 
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me, you are not the only one, 1 has de- 
ceived, I myſelf have lived upon hopes, 


expectances, and promites for theſe two | 


years: my taylor will not give me credit 


for another ſuit of cloaths, and my land- 
lord threatens to clap me in Newgate 


for my rent: the beſt friend that I have 
had is my uncle—you underſtand me; it 
is Impoſſible for a Levee Haunter not to 
know my friendly relation in Long- -Acre, 
who only takes thirty per cent to oblige ye! 
he 1s a very civil man I'll affure you, he 
has ſtudied the graces, but unfortunately I 
have loſt his friendſhip ; my laſt ſhirt went 
yeſterday, and he has as little faith as Jacob 
Solomon, though no levite—thus you fee 
1 am worle off than Fw. 


Bluſter's coming up to me the other went 
away. I immediately acquainted him with 


my diſtreſs, —he pitiea me, but he had 


that moment received a ſimilar rebuff, ad- 
ding that his Lordſhip was a villain, and 
that we had both been deceived ;—** But 
Lounge,” ſaid he, I am determined ei- 
ther to make my fortune, or be entirely a 
beggar, this very night! and I will make 


a ai bet at B 's, Which will either 
G ſtrip 
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ſtrip me, or line my pockets with gold; 
nom Þ would adviſe you to muſter up all 
you can, and try your luck.” I told him 
I would conſider of it, and having promiſed 
to meet him in the evening at the aboye 


Place, 1 returned home. 
0 


th 
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MY REFLECTIONS—AT LENGTH AM DETERMINED 
TO FOLLOW BLUSTER's ADVICE—A STRANGE 
TURN OF FORTUNE—MY RESOLUTION. 


L THEN I came home, I threw myſeif 
upon a ſopha, and gave way to the 
diſtreſs and anxiety] laboured under:—** Is 


there no true friendſhip exiſting, —is man- 
kind ſtill to be deceived by thoſe hypocrites 


who under the maſk of friendſhip, involve 
his fellow- creatures in ruin: Oh! Matilda, 
my charming maid, how can I, wretched 


as I now am, aſpire to the poſſeſſion of one 


fo ſuperior to me—Na! I muſt, though 
bitter the ſeparation, baniſh myſelf an ex- 
ile to deſpairing love; but I am refolved 
to follow Bluſter's advice, and if my fortune 
fail me, welcome miſery !” Saying this, 


I pulled out my purſe, and found it con- 
tained ſeven guineas and a half; with this 
fum, I was reſolved to venture, and at the 
time appointed, met my friend, when we 
{et out for B 


s's, where there were a 
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number of people buſied in throwing the . 
dice. Now, ſays Blaſter, when you 
ſee me engaged, do vou bet high, and 
leave the reſt to fortune. 


I walked fome time about the room, 
obſerving the different tables; and now 
perceiving Bluſter engaged, I ſallied up to 
the table, he giving me the wink, I betted 
and ſoon found mylelt maſter of fil ſty gui- 
neas; encouraged by thts, I betted nigber, 
but found my ſtock confiderabiy diminiſh- 
ed not diſheartened by this, I {till pro- 
- ceeded on, and in leſs than an hour, had 
won 400 guineas ; overjoy ed at this turn 
of juck, having now more money than 
ever 1 before poſſeſſei], I reſolved to leave 
off. Blufter, by this had made himſelf a 
conſiderable gainer ; we therefore left the 
Pres and parted for the evening. | 


On my return home, I called upon my 
landlady, and paid my rent, for which I 
received a thouſand thanks, the concluding. 
* with delivering me a letter; upon opening 
it, I found it came from Diſmal, and in- 
cloſed in another written by my long-loſt 


Uucle.— cc Heaven be praiſed,” ſaid 1, © 1 
now 
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now ſhall hear ſomething of my relations.” 
The contents of the. epiſtle informed me of 
a giear encreaſe to his wealth; and con- 
dcdluding with deſiring me to come to him, 
1 with all poſſible expedition. No werds 
can expreſs my joy at the peruſal of the 
letter; I reſolved, however, to gall his 
Lordſhip, before l ſet off, in return for 
his r . e 
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MY UNCLES—AN ADVENTURE 


» 


TE next morning having equipped 
myſelf very ſmart, I attended bis 
Lordſhip; he ſeing me make ſo genteel 
appearance, was overwhelming me with 
his compliments and again numerous in 
his promiſes: I am not again to be de- 
ceived by your Lordſhip,” ſaid I with a 
ſneer, your promiſes are like air-balloons 
full of nought but air — No, my Lord !. 
J came not to addreſs you in that ſtyle, I 
came to thank ye for my appointment.“ 
ſo ſaying, I turned upon my heel, and 
meeting Bluſter, I told him my affair, he 
congratulated me, concluding with telling 
me he was 600l. clear, and would if agree- 
able accompany me to the place of my 
» deſtination ; I replied it would be wholly ſo. 
Having ſpent a week ;n hiring a place in 
A a veſſel, equipping ourſelves, &c, 
9 ; After 
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Aſter having taken leave of my friend 


Trucby, we ſet ſail in the Nancy packet, 
Capt. Wilſon; and after a pleaſant voyage 


put into Barbadoes, where I was ſoon in- 


| | formed of my Unile's habitation, at which 


place we 8 arrived; the old man wel- 
comed us with a countenance expreſſing 


his joy at ſeeing me.—“ Ah, my dear Bob, 


thou canſt not remember thy Uncle, — ſet 
off on my voyage, before thou wert a 


twelvemonth old, but be that as it will, 


thou art the only relation J have in the 
world, and as ſuch I will provide for thee ; 
to-morrow morning, my lawyer will be 
here, to whom I have given inſtructions; 
to-day ſhall be ſpent in viewing part of the 
Iſland.” So ſaying, we ſet out, attended 


by ſeveral ſlaves, each of which were ſtri- 
ving who ſhould do me the mott honour. 
Indeed I was enchanted at the variety of 


beautiful proſpects with which this Iſland 


abounds; ſeveral days were paſſed in dif- 


ferent amuſements—when one evening, it 
being remarkable ſerene and pleaſant, I 
rambled out alone, on an excurſion. 


Having paſſed ſeveral plantations, 


came to an alley, where I eſpied the win- 
dow 5 


—— — Av 2 — 
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dow of a houſe open, and heard the ſound 
of a guittar; filled with curioſity, I ap- 

proached it, and faw a female figure, lovely 
in the extreme: the noiſe I made in nes, 


alarmed the lady, who ſhrieked out, an 
lifting up her veil, diſcovered to my eyes, 


no other than my charming Matilda ! Our 
joy at meeting, was inexprefſible,—* Ah 
Matilda,” ſaid I, ttis now in my power 
to make propoſals, which before I could 
not—I mean thofe of marriage.“ Her 
Mama coming in Heavens Mr. Lounge!“ 
exclaimed ſhe, © who would have thought 
of ſeeing you here:?“ © The mecting is 
rather extraordinary,” replied I, but 


when I acquaint you with my ſtor A vou 


will no longer wonder at ſeeing me.” So 
faying, I related my ſtory; in as brief terms 
as I could, and after in ſome time, 


owned. to my Uncle's.. 


char. 
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ed him with the whole tranſaction ; 
at which he expreſſed his approbation, 
_ concluding with telling me he would him- 
felf immediately pay a viſit to the old lady, 
and make an advantageous offer: 1 ex- 
preſſed my gratitude for his goodneſs to 
1 which he anſwered with“ Plhaw, boy, 
ever mind, thou ſhalt be happy.” He 
being gone, I imparted my happineſs to 
BIT > who complimented me on it, laying 
hy jove, you are a fortunate fellow,” — 

In the evening my Uncle returned, and en- 
terinz the room, cried out, there you 
young dog, I have done your bulinels for 
you, and next Sunday's the day, tol lol.“ 

Here he began ſinging. ** A thouſand 
thanks my dear fir, but are you ſure my 
Ma'ilaris willing?“ —“ Willing!“ returns 
mu Uncle, ©* Aye, faith is ſhe, and ready 
too, or I'm much miſtaken, but go yourſelf 
and be convinced. 8 ü 
did 


O my return to my v Uncle SI acquaint- 
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I did not ſtay to be bid twice, but im- 
mediately flew to Mrs. D--—'s houfe, ac- 
companied by Bluſter, whom I introduced 
to them, and ſoon after received a confir- 
mation of my Unclz's intelligence from the 
mouth of the charming Matilda. The 
time flew like lightening while I was there, 
but how tedious did the arrival of Sunday 
ſeem; at length it came, and I was united 
to all my foul held dear. 

The next morning we received the con- 


gratulations of the whole Iſland ;—and now 


reader it is time for me to put a period to 
my hiſtory, ſince by preſerverance and 
honour, I have attained an ample fortune, 


and a beloved wife; — Heaven has been 
pleaſed to bleſs us with two children, the 


image of their lovely Mother. Humanity 
J exerciſe as far as is in my power to ail 
not forgeting to reward the good ſervices 
of my old friend Diſmal; and I live, I am 

roud to ſav, honoured by the Natives, as 
a May of FeELIxG and BENEVOLENCE |! 
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